
FRESHWATER BAY GOLF CLUB 
 

CAPTAINS’ COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Monday 16th September 2019 
 

 
17:00 START OF MEETING  
 
Members Present; All eight committee members and the Secretary were present.  
 
 
Acceptance of Minutes of Meeting held on 12th August 2019  
 
Proposed by Richard Frost Seconded by Bernie Pinnell                                             CARRIED  
 
 
Matters Arising  
 

a. The chalk crossing up by the 10th green has now been completed.  
 

b. The Secretary has ascertained that it is bio-degradable hydraulic oil used by our 
mowers, therefore the damage sustained by the recent leak was not as severe as 
expected. Going forward, the Club has invested in a spillage product that should aid 
the recovery process when any future leaks occur.   
 

c. Whilst no work has yet been carried out to improving the state of the entrance road to 
the clubhouse, it is still on the to do list, and will get done. 

 
 
Reports  
 
Club Captain  
 

a. The IOW Leagues have now been completed with FBGC coming 2nd in both the 
Foursomes and Greensomes League. 
 

b. Tony Hammonds will be carrying out further redecoration to the front of the clubhouse. 
 

c. FBGC has won both of the Club Matches we have played since the last meeting, one 
of these being winning the Rosebowl by 48 points.  
 

d.  John wasn’t happy that the winner of the Sid Egford Trophy was not available to have 
the trophy presented to him by Sid’s grandson on the day of the event. John would like 
a sentence added to start sheets of any future events with presentations taking place 
on the day that “It is expected that the winner of the event will be present at the prize 
giving” or something similar. 
 

e. The John Stafford Trophy was played for, with John’s sons taking part, but no 
presentation took place.  
 

f. The Mixed Open was enjoyed by all those that took part. Pat Long expressed her 
displeasure at the lack of pre-planning for the event. It was agreed that next year the 
Club Captain and Lady Captain would organise this event well in advance of it taking 
place. 
 

g. The Jazz Night was deemed a success by all those that attended, and a similar event 
will be held in the near future  
 

h. John informed the Committee that he is going to be having a hip operation early in 
October, which will mean he will not at the Club so much in October. 

 



 
Lady Captain  
 

a. Pat Long was very pleased with her Captain’s Day and everyone seemed to enjoy it.  
 

b. The IWLGA Fourball Final was held at FBGC on Friday and the competitors were 
impressed with the condition of the course 
 

c. FBGC will once again be entering a Christmas Tree in the Brighstone Festival and it 
will be on display at the IOW Pearl 
 

 
Senior Captain 
 

a. FBGC finished 2nd in the IWGU Seniors League 
 

b. The Ladies / Seniors Autumn Meet will take place on 8th October 
 

c. The Seniors End of Season get together will be on 3rd December 
 

d. No firm decision has yet been made on whether the match with Meyrick Park will be a 
home and away fixture, or an alternating fixture each year. Also, from a logistical point 
of view it would make sense to limit the home fixture to a maximum of 24 a side. Ros 
will speak to Geoff Ruck regarding contacting Meyrick Park to make arrangements. 
 

 
Secretary 
 

a. The Summer Knockout Competitions are now nearing completion, with only one final 
struggling to be completed by the closing date of September 30th. 
 

b. Early in October the Secretary will be advertising the Winter Knockouts 
 

c. In advance of the meeting, the Secretary had sent out a provisional fixture list. He 
asked each respective 2020 Captain to check everything was in order so that any 
clashes / adjustments can be made well in advance of when the fixture list gets 
published. 
 

d. Whilst the standard of the catering has been good lately, the Secretary would like to 
improve the “customer experience” for visitors and members alike when ordering food. 
Therefore the Directors have agreed to going back to the bar staff taking the food 
orders and then relaying these onto Sandie.   
 

 
Secretary Vacancy 

 
The Secretary briefly gave his reasons to the Committee for why he felt it was time for him 
to move on from his role.  
 
He then informed them that there has been plenty of interest shown in the vacancy, some 
from within the Club, some from outside, and the Selection Panel would be producing a 
short list of candidates to invite for interview.  
 
It is expected that these interviews will take place early in October, with the successful 
candidate starting early November. 
 
In the short term, Kevin Garrett will continue to work for the Club on a part time basis whilst 
his successor finds his / her feet. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Winter Course Work 
 

a. It is hoped that this winter the par 3 teeing areas will all stay as grass, except the 17th 
tee. 
 

b. Preferred Lies will be introduced a month earlier than normal on 1st October due to the 
leatherjacket problem on the top fairways 
 

c. The bunker to the right of the 5th green will be changed to a grass bunker 
 

d. The Directors hope to reduce the size of the greenside bunker on 16 to allow for a 
wider area for traffic. 
 

e. It is planned to incorporate the Ladies and Men’s Tees on the 17th into one tee. 
 

f. Sleepers will be put as barriers on the steeper parts of the 14th path. There will also be 
periodical treatment of the path with weedkiller. For the foreseeable future buggies will 
be redirected the long way around when conditions dictate. 
 
 

g. Responding to a question from Chris West, the Secretary informed the Committee that 
so far the borehole as saved the Club approximately £2000 in water charges. 
 

h. Responding to a question from Pat Long, the Secretary explained that there was no 
need to paint the Out of Bounds markers on the reservoir white, but if time allowed this 
would get done. 

 
 
Social  
 

John Sexton has plenty of things in the pipeline for the run up to Christmas, and after 
discussion the following provisional Social Diary was agreed; 
 
25th October - Fristab End of Season Bash - The Tiller Trophy will be presented on the 
last Fristab of the year. Di Tiller will be invited up to present the trophy if she so wishes. The 
night will be combined with some “Dave Mac Party Games” 

 
16th November – Presentation Evening 
 
23rd November – Bob Godden’s Wine Tasting Evening - John will try to organise a little 
bit of live music and will ask the caterer to provide food on the same basis as the Jazz Night 

 
7th December – Barry’s Quiz & Curry Night 
 
 
No decision has been made regarding holding either a Xmas Social or New Year’s Eve 
Party 

 
 
Golf  
 

a. The Past Captain’s Match has now been moved to the 2nd November 
 

b. The Men’s Autumn Open will be sponsored by Biffa. Pat Long volunteered to help with 
the organisation on the day. 

 
c. Peter Bonnell gave an update on the “Golf Group” that he has tried to encourage. He 

has now passed on Sue Keen’s details to the two ladies who have expressed an 
interest (Kim and Deana) and if they contact Sue she will invite them up for a few holes 
and a bit of practice. Peter will adopt the same sort of approach with Mike Malaphant, 
who is the only gentleman left.  
 



 
Peter said that he would now wind down any further activity in the group. He did stress 
though that going forward the Club will have to remain proactive in our attempt to 
attract new members. 
 
The Secretary pointed out that although Peter’s efforts has only produced one definite 
new member, over a ten year period that one member could be worth at least £7000 to 
the Club in subscription fees. 

 
 
Suggestions Book 
 

Hugh Morrison has asked for an extension of the Members Reservation time on 
Wednesday mornings, as it is a busy day of the week for members.  
 
The Secretary explained that whilst changes to the Club’s Byelaws can only be approved 
by the Directors, this committee can recommend that changes are made. He is of the 
opinion that an extension to 10.30 should be made on both Wednesday and Friday. The flip 
side of doing this is that there will probably be more occasions that the Secretary will have 
to override the Members Reservation to accommodate visitors and maximise revenue. 
 
It was agreed that a recommendation for an extension of the Members Reservation Time 
will be put to the next Board Meeting. 

 
 
AOB 
 

a. Chris West asked if more water could be applied on the tees to water in the sand being 
used to repair the divots. The Secretary responded by saying that it is up to the Head 
Greenkeeper to determine water usage. 

 
b. Richard Frost has agreed to attend the next Board Meeting to represent this Committee 

whilst John is recuperating from his operation. 
 

c. Pat Long asked whether there would be any restriction on the Ladies playing qualifying 
competitions on days other than Thursdays. The answer was no, there would be no 
restrictions. 
 

d. Pat Long asked if the Secretary has received the results of the Course Measurements 
yet. The answer was no, they have not yet been sent.  
 

e. Pat Long has been told that CONGU state all Mixed Competitions where only 1 ball is 
being used such as the Mixed Open should be played off the Ladies Card rather than 
the Men’s. Whilst the Secretary is confident that this is incorrect, he stated that it would 
make no difference to any results as each team would just get end up getting 3 more 
points than they do at present.   

   
 
Date of Next Meeting                       Wednesday 23rd October  5pm  
 


