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Captains Newsletter – March 2021 

 

Golf returns on 29th March! 

We are almost there. The roadmap to the resumption of life was set out by Boris 

on 22nd February. Last Friday England Golf released more details ahead of 

further precise guidance they will be issuing this week. In short, Fourball Golf 

returns on 29th March, our changing facilities can be used on 12th April and the 

clubhouse can re-open on 17th May (subject to operational rules) until 

unfettered access on 21st June. 

Our wonderful Course 

Throughout much of lockdown our James Sanders and his greens staff team 

have been working hard to ensure that when we return to golf our course will 

look its best. 

The 1st tee will be completed in time for our return, the final topsoil and turf was 

laid last week, and it will look exceptionally good. 

 

A new signature 2 metre FBGC Welcome Board has been commissioned by our 

Marketing Director David Lindsay and this will be installed on the 1st tee in 

April. 

 



The 14th tee and path has been completed, a huge amount of gorse and shrub 

have been cut back so that the green can be clearly seen from whichever tee is 

used. The path and new matting are now much more robust. 

 

On the 8th hole, all the gorse blocking the view from the white tee has been 

cleared and it now looks a very inviting tee to drive off from. 

 

There has been a major clearing of gorse and shrub all along the 11th through to 

the 13th hole. We now have an excellent new winter tee on the 5th hole and the 

road has been made more level on the approach to the clubhouse. 



Our Practice Nets will be fully refurbished and will be operational for our return 

to golf. There are plans to possibly relocate them at the end of the season so 

that they are less exposed to the prevailing winds. 

The directors are to form a sub-committee to consider our practice facilities 

generally and this group will consider our available options, to include the use 

of AstroTurf so that we can have proper chipping facilities without infestation! 

I don’t know about you, but I cannot wait to return. 

 

COMPETITIVE GOLF RETURNS TO FBGC 

Your directors and committee have agreed that we will return to competitive 

golf from the very first available Wednesday or weekend. Our first qualifier will 

be on Wednesday 31st March. 

Our toilets will be available for member players from Monday 29th March, but 

not yet the changing rooms. A stock of score cards will be placed just inside the 

entrance door, but you can also print one from the Club Website. 

We encourage all members who have smartphones to download either the 

HowDidiDo or ClubV1 mobile apps and register to enable them to both “Sign In” 

before starting their round and use “Score Entry” to record their scores following 

their game. For members who do not have this facility available, there will be a 

“start sheet” attached to a card collection box located on our outside wall near 

the clubhouse entrance. There will also be an up-to-date member’s handicap 

index list attached.  

It will be assumed that all competition entrants will wish to enter the sweep and 

£2 will automatically be taken from your bar card unless you contact the club to 

advise otherwise. If you do not wish to be included in the sweeps generally, you 

can email our Secretary to advise him or notify him on the day before you start 

your round.  

There will be no pen available to you if you wish to register via the start sheet, 

and we would suggest that only one of your number registers your entry to 

minimise contact. 

The procedure on the day will therefore be: 

- Sign In via the website or use the start sheet provided 



- Fill out the details on your card, making sure that you indicate the tees 

used, your handicap (using your handicap index measured against the 

chart on the outside wall for the tee used) and your strokes received being 

95% of your handicap 

- You will enter your name as player A and your marker’s name as player D 

- Do not swap scorecards, but mark your own card to include both your 

own and your playing partner’s score 

- At the end of your round verbally agree each other’s score and then sign 

your own card 

- If you have a smartphone, enter your score using the mobile app and then 

put your card in the box on the outside wall 

- If you do not have the technology, place your card in the box 

- The Secretary will collect the cards at the end of the day and, after a safe 

interval, enter the scores on the computer   

- A results sheet will be pinned up on the clubhouse door and put on our 

website the following day, together with a revised member’s handicap 

index list 

- PLEASE ENSURE YOU REMAIN SOCIALLY DISTANCED AT ALL TIMES 

Enjoy your round! 

 

Our Website 

The Secretary has started to update our website. Under News you will find a 

helpful and informative 11-minute-long video explaining the new World 

Handicap System rules and how it works, please do watch it. 

Under the Clubhouse / Kitchen section you will find the latest menu for Sandie’s 

food fusion service. 

While we aim to keep you fully up to date with information, until we can open 

the clubhouse on 17th May, it is now more important that you visit our website 

on a regular basis to remind yourselves of important notices.  

 

Next newsletter 

There will be another mini newsletter in 3 weeks to talk about our Easter 

competitions and the diary for April to include club, ladies and senior’s events 

and matches.  



 

Ladies section news 

Ros and the Ladies Section are chomping at the bit like everyone else to start 

playing our favourite pastime again. 

Before the last lockdown, they had a socially distanced presentation of the 

trophies won in the shortened 2020 season. 

The Mountbatten Fundraiser is to go ahead in June and further information will 

follow. 

 

Seniors section news 

Geoff has been unable to hold the seniors February meeting to discuss the 

forthcoming season’s league and friendly matches. Seniors will find the full list 

of League and Friendlies on the FBGC website.  

For the Seniors League he intends to play our strongest team wherever possible. 

Inevitably players will not be available from time to time which should give other 

members an opportunity. Players are asked to turn up in team colours. 

With the Seniors friendly matches, unfortunately, the early season meetings up 

to late June have had to be cancelled, although there may be the chance to re-

schedule these later in the year. Geoff will be offering those who have not been 

playing regularly in the league first opportunity to play in the friendly matches. 

Can you please let him know if you would like to play the League and/or friendly 

matches? His email address is: geoff.ruck@gmx.com 
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and finally… 

A Golf Quiz – courtesy of David Lindsay 

 

Please submit your answers to Secretary@freshwaterbaygolfclub.co.uk a 

winner will be drawn from the correct answers and receive £10 on their bar card.  

 

As ever, if any member has any concerns or issues, please feel free to contact 

me. 

 

Peter Bonnell – FBGC Captain Elect 

Mobile: 07836 662464 

Email: suepete@holdefast.com  
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